EVELYN ALMS SHANTIDEVI
Manabendra Nath Roy is better known in
India and Europe than in the United States, although he
lived here for over a year in 1915-16, and is well known in
radical circles for his ceaseless agitation , by the written
and spoken word, against imperialism in general and
against British Imperialism in Particular.
He it was who in 1920 at the Second
Congress of the Communist International, formulated with
Lenin the Supplementary Theses on the Colonial Question ,
which won him his earliest recognition as a Marxist
theoretician r within the official Communist ranks. His
writings in the Communist International., official organ of
the world Communist Party, his later theses on the
colonial question, adopted at subsequent international
Communist congresses, and his books published by the
international Communist press: India in Transition, One
Year of Non-Cooperation, The Aftermath of Non-
Cooperation, and The Future of Indian Politics, further
established his authority as a Marxist scholar and
theoretician.
From 1920 to 1930 ,M.N.Roy lived the life of
a political exile abroad, hounded by secret service agents
and the pressure of British authority from one
European capital to another. Warrants for arrests were
issued in Germany in 1922 and in France in 1924 when he
was arrested and deported at an hour's notice without a
. hearing of any kind. Despite the difficulties and dangers of
his position, he managed to edit a revolutionary communist
organ, The Vanguard of Indian Independence, put under
ban in India and later changed to The Masses of India,
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